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ni:r.in:ui:i is also the maximum, and as it is the irreducible
miiiiniun:, there is no question of retreat, and the only move-
ineir. possible is an advance."72

I;~ one of his speeches in 1919 he remarked, "My expe-
rie.;:? of satyagraha leads me to believe that it is such a potent
fcrco that, once set in motion, it spreads till at last it becomes
a dominant force in the community in which it is brought into
play, and if it so spreads no Government can neglect it."73

To suggest that satyagraha might avail against a mild
adversary like ths English but is bound to fail against the bruta-
lized hordes of modern dictators is to betray ignorance of the
basic principles of satyagraha. Satyagraha would not be worth
much if its effectiveness were confined to the mild and the just
and if k broke down against the tyrant. Being soul-force, "supe-
riority over physical strength, however overwhelming, is the
core of ahunsa. . . ,"74 According to Gandhiji, "Even a heart of
flint will melt in front of a fire kindled by the power of soul.
Even a Xero becomes a lamb when he faces love."75 The reason
is that man is greater than his deeds and, even when most
depraved, he has, due to the spiritual element in him, limitless
capacity for reform and regeneration. Suffering is the unfailing
instrument of the satyagrahi to evoke the best in the opponent.
In inflicting suffering on the satyagrahi the opponent helps in
his own defeat. Thus the satyagrahi thrives on repression and
no amount of violence can crush him. So "Ahimsa is the most
efficacious in face of the greatest himsa."76 "Non-violence in its
positive aspect as benevolence. . .is the greatest force because of
the limitless scope it affords for self-suffering."77 In the duel bet-
ween violence and non-violence, Gandhiji holds, the latter must
always come out victorious in the end. There is no such thing
as defeat or failure in satyagraha because in non-violence to
suffer is to win. The struggle may seem to be a slow, long dra\vn
process, but it is the swiftest, for it is the surest. There may be
apparent defeats for the satyagrahi. But these are only
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